“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worp 


with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so.” Prove all things; hold fust that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 
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° *SIRELING SHEPHERDS. || accordingly. Now, to such readers I 
-tnapid ; would observe, that let them profess what 
A little pamphlet has fallen into our |! they may, they are in this respect Papists 
hands, entitled, “ Zea} for the ‘Truth; or, || indeed. For every orthodox author is to 
an attempt to vindicate the Christian Re- || them a Pope, infallible: and where the 
ligion against the errors introduced by || faith is thus built it cannot be evangeli- 
Antichrist. By a loverof mankind.” It |! cal, or such as the gospel requires, and 
was printed in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, consequently the knowledge they pro- 
about thirty years since. Asthe work is || fess is but a show, for they know nothing 
very scarce, and contains many perti- |! gs they ought to know.” 

nent remarks on subjects at present pe- . , , 
culiarly interesting to the Christian world, || The writer takes for. the subject of his 
discourse, Ezekiel xxxiv.2 “Son of man, 


have prophecy against the shepherds of Israel ; 
prophecy and say unto them, thus saith 


the Lord God unto the shepherds, Wo be 
that he “was once a’presbyterian ; fulll of to the shepherds of Israel that do feed 
themselves: should not the shepherds. 


a bigotted, persecuting spirit, and almost 
destitute of charity, but that it had pleas- the, Rocks pome. remarks 
ed God td work a change on him,” &c. || ° the circumstances of Ezekiel and the 
“The change,” says he, “is not that I Jewish people, and an inference from the 
once built my faith on the testimony of | whole, there 
one'man, andnow on that of another ; but, against gospel ministers, under the char- 
that.I had once no. foundation: for my acter of shepherds, who feed themselves 
mow the neglect of the flocks, or that feed 
tablished:dn the testimony of God.” One themselves by oppressing or infringing 
of the reasons he gives for not publishing the liberties of the flocks, or that study 
his name with the piece, contains so much their own glory, ease, profit, or pleasure, 
truth that it deserves to be transcribed. exercise of their ped haying 
“I find,” he, says “many readers dispos- divided and arranged his subject the wri- 
ed to place too great dependance on 
the author’stestimony ; for if he is to them 


ter proceeds: 


| “The first thing proposed, in the me- 
orthodox, they implicitly receive all that |] thod, was to show in what respects gos- 
he has to say, without taking the trouble || pel ministers may be said to feed them- 
to examine or think for themselves; |} selves to the neglect of the flocks; and 
whereas, on the other hand, should he be |} first, it may be said, that ministers feed 
esteemed heterodox, he is as readily re- {| themselves to the neglect ot the flocks, 
jected and thrown aside. Or, if they do || when they omit the preaching of any ne- 
sacrifice so much time as to read him, it |] cessary doctrine, for fear of getting il! 
is not So much with a view to discover |] will or disesteem by it; when they act 
whether his doctrines are true or“false, as || from such a principle, they do not intend 
whether or no they correspond with the || to feed the flocks, but themselves; they 
system of opinions they themselves have pay more regard to their own credit, than 
been taught, and justify or condemn him. II the spiritual nourishment of the flocks. 
Vol. II—No. XV. P 
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Christ says, ‘Whosoever doth not bear 
his cross, and come after me, cannot be 
my disciple,’ Luke xiv. 27 ; and how can 
any man pretend, that he takes up the 
cross, who to please men disobeys Christ’s 
positive command; ‘Teach all nations, 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you,’ Matt. xxviii. 19, 20 ; such teachers 
‘ave so far from being Christ’s ministers, 
that they are wolves in sheefr’s clothing»; 
and he has warned us to beware of such 
teachers, and tells us we shall know them 
by their fruits, that is, their doctrine and 
practice: such teachers are far from be- 
ing led by the spirit which influenced the 
apostles, when they durst not neglect to 
preach the doctrine of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion in Jerusalem, in the face of the coun- 
cil of Pharisees. who had caused him to 
be crucified, and were using all the means 
in their power, by force and fraud, tosup- 
press that doctrine: lest his blood should 
be laid at their door. The apostle Paul 
says, ‘ Wo is unto me if I preach not the 
gospel ;? though he was often punished, 
and accused of ‘turning the world upside 
- down,’ for his faithfulness in preaching. 
“Second; ministers may be said to feed 
themselves to the neglect of the flocks, 
when they omit preaching the duty of 
ministers to the people, though they in- 
sist upon the people’s duty to them. It 
would not be easy to infer, from the con- 
duct of the present clergy, that they al- 
low themselves to be under any obliga- 
tion to the people; they preach and act 
as if Christ had commissioned them to be 
absolute masters of the people, to com- 
mand them at pleasure, not only in their 
practice, but in matters of faith: you 
must believe, what they tell you to be the 
truth, on the strength of their testimony, 
or be treated as a heretic, and cast out of 
the church; and thus, they are so far 
from occupying the place of teachers, that 
they set up for oracles. Any person who 
doubts the truth of this, may easily get an 
experimental demonstration of it; only 
tell your minister, that there are two or 
three clauses in your creed, or confession 
of faith, that you think erroneous, and 
therefore you cannot declare your appro- 
bation of it, as a standard, and persist in 
your opinion, and you cannot commit a 


crime, that will more certainly deprive | 


you of church privileges. I do not know 


how they can have the confidence to pre- 
tend, that they make the scriptures a rule. 
The apostle Paul says, ‘We preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; and 
ourselves your servants for Jesus sake,’ 2 
Cor. iv. 5: and our Saviour says, ‘ Be not 
ye called Rabbi: for one is your master, 
even Christ, and all ye are brethren,’ 
Matt. xxiii. 8: certainly, if all Christians 
are .brethren, none of them have 4 right 
to dictate to the rest authoritatively. 

“ Third; ministers may be said to feed 
themselves to the neglect of the flocks, 
when they admit people whom they 
know to be both ignorant and scandalous 
to the privileges of the church: they 
cannot, with any face, pretend to haveany 
other reason for this kind of conduct, than 
to strengthen the congregation, so as to 
enable it to give a high salary to the min- 
ister. ‘That there are, atpresent, a num- 
ber of ignorant, and scandalous persons 
members of the church, needs no proof ; 
I wish I could with safety say, the one 
half of them are not such; and sure none 
will say, that real religion can be propa- 
gated, by making the ordinances of 
Christ’s house a mean of uniting it to the 
devil’s kingdom: every ungodly person 
is a subject of the devil’s kingdom, 
whether he is within the pale of the | 
church, or not: and an ignorant scanda~ |F 
lous person is an ungodly person. What 
benefit then can the church receive by 
communion with such persons? she can 
expect no other benefit from them, than 
help to support the minister. A congre- 
gation, composed of such members, is so 
far from being a church of Christ, that 
it is a synagogue of Satan. Such a pro- 
miscuous admission is acting in direct op- 
position to the rules laid down by the 
apostle : ‘ Now, we command you, breth- 
ren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition which he received of 
us,’ 2 Thes. iii. 6. The apostle had heard 
that there were some of the members of 
that church, who neglected industry, 
(ver. 11;) and to preventthe church from 
becoming a nursery of slothfulness, he ex- 
horts the brethren to cast such out of it, 
(ver. 14;) but the church door is so wide 
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now, in point of practice, that lying, 
cheating, cursing, swearing, drunkenness, 
and almost all kinds of wickedness, are 
connived at, and little or no notice taken 
of them. One would be ready to con- 
clude, from a general view of the church 
in all parties, that there is no such thing 
as real religion in the world: surely those 
who profane the ordinances, at such a 
rate, cannot be influenced by the Spirit of 
God. Christ says, ‘Many will say to me 
in that day, (the day of judgment,) Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophecied in thy 
name, and in thy name have cast out de- 
vils?? to whom he will profess, ‘I never 
knew you,’ Matt. vii. 22,23: If this is the 
case, what will become of those who pro- 
fane the ordinances of his house, by let- 
ting devils into the bosom of his church. 
“Fourth; ministers may be said to 
feed themselves to the neglect of the 
flocks, when they calculate their public 
discourses to fill their hearers with zeal 
for a party, instead of zeal for religion. 
It is but too common a custom among the 
clergy of all denominations, to misrepre- 
sent the principles of other denominations, 
in order to prejudice their people against 
them: this is the genuine product of the 
spirit of antichrist, and cannot be disinter- 
ested zeal for religion. ‘hey pretend 
that mankind are so apt to be led astray, 
that the utmost caution possible is neces- 


| sary to prevent them, in their youth, from 


imbibing the principles of other parties, 
which they say are dangerous, and there- 


) fore, they make it their business, to train 


them up full of prejudice against the 
principles of other parties, and in favour 
of their own; and when they come to 
years, they are not fit to examine any 


©) principles impartially ; and few attempt 


it. They are tanght never to doubt the 
truth of their standards, and what their 


own teachers tell them; and by these 
_ means, the clergy make a prey of the 
people, and lead them where they please. 


The scripture is perverted by the clergy 
of all denominations; for, though they do 
not hinder the people to read, they will 
not allow them to understand for them- 
selves ; they must understand as it is ex- 
plained in their standards, and take the 
clergy’s word that that is the true sense 


of it, Can any person suppose, that the 


faith of such a church is founded on the 
Divine testimony? Christ’s command is 
‘Search the scriptures,’ John v. 39; and 
the Bereans are commended for search- 
ing the scriptures, to see whether the 
doctrines, preached by an inspired apos~- 
tle were true or not: ‘These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the Word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so,” 
Acts xvii. 11. When Christ, and his 
apostles, did not pretend to explain the 
scriptures authoritatively, they must be 
full of presumption that do so now, with- 


‘out inspiration. 


“The second thing proposed in the 
method was, to shew how ministers may 
feed themselves by infringing the liber- 
ties of the flocks; and first, ministers in~- 
fringe the liberties of the flocks, by de- 
manding a yearly salary from the people 
of whom, they pretend, the Holy Ghost 
hath made them overseers, ‘Take heed, 
therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church © 
of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood,’ 4cts xx. 28. Thistext shews 
that ministers ought to be feeders, and 
not fleecers of the flocks. We are warn- 
ed, ‘ Beware of false prophets, which come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves,’ Jatt. vii. 15; 
and we are directed how we shall know 
them: ‘Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles? ver. 16. By their 
fruits we are to understand their doctrine 
and practice: this implies, that the hear- 
ers ought to be judges of truth and error, 
and not to place an implicit dependance 
on the testimony of their teachers; nor 
has Jesus Christ been so unconcerned 
about the welfare of his church, as to 
leave her without a criterion to judge be- 
tween wolves. and true prophets, The 
apostle Paul, inthe third chapter of hig 
first epistle to Timothy, describes the 
qualifications of a bishop largely, oe of 
which is, that Ae must not be greedy of 


filthy lucre: and if we take a vir w of the 


method by which Christ apr,ointed the 
ministers of the gospel to}. supported, 
we will find that nothing but greed of 
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filthy lucre could ever excite them to de- 


mand a yearly salary; and, consequently 
every one that demands it, must be a 
wolf in sheefi’s clothing.” 


Txconsistency—We have received sev- 
eral numbers of a Newspaper called the’ 
“Palladium of Virginia,” and printed at 
Lewisburg, in that State. “Phe editorial 
style is that ofa Quaker ; yet in its col- 
umnshunren flesh and blood areadvertised 
forsale! We know nothing of the editor, 
but presume he is mot a member among 
the Quakers, as such a gross inconsistency | 
would not be tolerated by them. .We 
want no more numbers of this paper. 


FOR THE BEREAN 


BATES’ DOCTRINES 
OF FRIENDS. 


Zo the Mectien for Sufferings of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting : 


The third chapter of this work is head- 
ed “ Of the universality of grace,” &c.; 


arguments against firedestination; a doc- || 
trine which, I think, did not lay so much 
in the author’s way, in this enlightened | 
age, as to require so large a share of his 
attention, ifany atall. It is not long since, 
that the qnestion was agitated in a Pres- 
Suterian Synod, whether or not it was 
expedient to preach this doctrine? And 


it was carried in the affirmative by two 


votes only. Since, then, this absurd tenet 
is likely to become obsolete, even amongst 


those who have hitherto upheld it, is it | 


not a matter of recret, my friends, that 


der with a comprehensive, if not a detail- 
ed account, of what Penn calls “their pe- 
culiar characteristic, and testimony to the 
world”; and which, in the language of 
Barclay, when treating of the same tenet, 
“we are led and moved of the Lerd (says 
he) so constantly and frequently to call 
all, invite all, request all, to turn to the 
light i in them, to believe in Christ, as he 
isin them”—* the light of Christ in their 
own consciences.”—Ap. Phil. Ed. p. 194. 


In examining this chapter, the first 
thing that strikes us, is the change of 
_ style, as compared with Barclay. In the 


| terms, “saving light,” our author has 
|| preferred or substituted the more com- 


| 


| in the work before us, the word is seldom - 


mon term “grace,”: and in following up 
the comparison on this point, it is not a 
_ little remarkable, that the word LIGHT is 
used by Barclay, in his treatise on this 3 
subject, nearly one hundred times, and in 
his quotations more than fifty times: but BR 


| quoted, and is made use of by the author 4 


} 


| 


but fwo or three times in the whole chap- +8 


ter! You may think, perhaps, that I 3% 


“carp at a phrase” in thus noting this ® 


circumstance; but it will be rendered 
but almost the whole of it, is taken up in | 


evident that, taken in connexion with 5 


other matters, which will be gradually a 


acteristic of the Quaker’s” 
_ to be almost lost sight of, should the work 3 
before me, be substituted for Barclay’s® 


developed, as I proceed in my investiga- 3 
| tions, the object of the author has not been | 
to make the Quaker doctrine of internal & 


light a very frrominent, or important part 


of the work : so that this “peculiar char- i 


“True Christian Divinity”! Seeing there- 


the space thus occupied with this kind of 


negative evidence, was not filled with | 
positiv e, strong, irrefutable, and conclu- | 


of INTERNAL EfGurT, as set forth by Bar- 
clay, and other “ primitive Friends,” and 
so abundantly confirmed in the expe- 
riences of nvankind in all ages? ? 

- It ought to be kept in view, that this 
author professes to write of the “ dectrines 


of Friends”; and that this chapter is that | 


which ought to have furnished the rea- 


fore that the doctrine of divine internal 
light—a doctrine so peculiar to friends, so 
constantly held upto the world, and insis- 
ted on by them, both in their ministry, and 
in all their writings, (except afew modern 


productions)—a principle encircling, and 
sive testimony, in favour of the doctrine | 


comprising all of doctrine—all of religion 
—all of theology, that the society have 
believed worth the consideration of man- 
kind—seeing that this doctrine of the 
“light of Christ within,’ has been so par- 
tially set forth, so feebly inculcated, and 
so little insisted on in this book, does it 
deserve the title which you have permit- 


{ ted to be given toit? Have the society 


seems likely 
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agreed to lay aside this, their “peculiar 
characteristic,” and following you and 
your author, substituted the mazes and 
mysteries of a barren and speculative 
theology, for the illumization of divine, 
internal light? Are the minds of the 
present generation to be turned away 
from this “ old foundation,” the source of 
all spiritual knowledge; of all clear evi- 


dence; THE PRIMARY RULE OF FAITH 


AND PRACTICE, and to be left in the out- 
avard court; mere proselytes of the gate 
—called to outward testimony ; to histo- 
ry, to books, to traditions, to an implicit 
faith, and to dogmas and mysteries, which 
they are toldthey cannot, and ought not to 
understand ; which their teachers do not 
understand :—which xo Jody can under- 


stand? 


The tendency of the first pages of this 


chapter although treating, professedly, of | 


an inward principle, is to lead the reader 
more to the contemplation of an outward 
Saviour than an inward one. In the first 
page of Barclay; on this subject, Christ is 
introduced to us as he appears inward ; 
enlightening every man, and saving by his 
LIGHT; but in the work before us, Jesus 
Christ is brought forward as @ Saviour in 
his outward manifestation ; and this idea 
is often repeated, under difierent views, 
in the first three pages. Had this been a 


part of the work devoted toaconsideration } 


of the outward manifestation, this would 
have been perfectly in character: as itis, 
does it not appear to be the writer’s object 
to hold up to view, not somuch the impor- 
‘tance of an internal, as an external light 
—to enhance the value of the historical 
testimony respecting Jesus Christ with- 
out, above and beyond that of Christ with- 
in; or, in the words of George White- 
head, to “set the flesh above the spirit’? 


Now, I ask you, my friends, if it has not 
ever been, and if it does not still continue 
to be, the doctrine of the Society, that 
the light of Christ within, is the root, 
ground, and foundation, of all religious 
knowledge? On this subject Geo. Fox 
says, in his “Great Mystery,” pp. 140, 
142, 188, 217—* That which cemes from 
him, and shines in the heart, doth give the 
knowledge of Christ the light.’”—* There 
is none knows Christ within, but knows 


him without; and there is nene knows 
him, but they know him within revealed 
of the Father, which is beyond flesh and 
blood.” —“ The light that doth enlighten 
every man that cometh into the world, 
which is Christ Jesus, is the teacher, and 


he that believes in it receives Christ.’— 
“ There is none knows Christ, nor his suf- 
ferings, but dy the Shirit of God within: 
the scriptures cannot give a knowledge 
of the Saviour.’”"—So also Penn, and 
Whitehead; (CA. Quak. pp. 198, 200) 


—“So that the invisible, spiritual, and 
divine life, principle, or nature, was the 
root and fountain of ald which is some- 
times ascribed in scripture to the dody, by 
that common figure, or way of speaking 
amongst men, the thing containing, which 
_was the body, for the thing contained, 
| which was the eternal power, wisdom 
life,’ &c. Many more quotations might 


be made from our ancient writers, but for 
_ brevity’s sake, I will omit them, and pass 
on to the consideration cf some other mat- 
| ters found in this chapter. 
In page thirty-seven we are toid “that 
that seed of grace, which is the purchase 
of Christ’s death, or in the language of 
. the apostle, the free gift that has come 
_ upon all men, is an operative, and redeem- 
ing principle’—* The. salvation of in- 
fants depends on the same principle”— 
“We believe that every soul, as it comes 
into the world, is an object of Redeeming 
‘love. And as we inherit the seed of sin, 
| so through Jesus Christ [the purchase of 
his death] we are heirs of that seed of 
grace.”—“If infants, therefore, receive 
the one, and we agree that they do, they 
must also receive the other as the free gift 
that hascome upon all men, to justifica- 
tion.’—“ Thus through Jesus Christ a 
| remedy sufficient for salvation has been 
provided for every individual soul, &c.— 
pp. 37-8-9. 

The above is a part of the writer’s 
scheme of redemption. Permit me to 
call your renewed attention to it. And 
first, what is to be understood by the 
terms salvation and redemption? Do 
not these terms suppose sin, or a trans- 
gression of the divine law? If Adamand 
his posterity had all kept in that state of 
innocency in which they were created, 


| could redemption haye been applied in 
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any sense to them, or any of them? You 
cannot assume the affirmative of this 
question. “The salvation of infants,” 
says our author, “depends on the same 
principle”: i. e. the grace of God, acting 
on the soul, as the leaven on the passive 
meai, which is just before referred to. 
But sin cannot be imputed to infants, as 
the writer in another place acknowledges. 
From what then are infants saved or re- 
deemed? They have not sinned in their 
own frersons—they have transgressed no 
jaw. ‘Thisthe author admits when he 
cites Jno. viii. 6—* This is the condemna- 
fion, that light is come into the world, but 
men love darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds are evil.” “Under this 
condemnation, children,” says he, “ can- 
not come, until attaining to the condition 
of moral agents, they love darkness rather 
than light.” (p. 39.) From what then, I 
ask, are infants saved, or redeemed? Is 
jt from ORIGINAL SIN? If saved or re- 
deemed from any sin (and these terms 
imply sin) it must be from original sin; 
for there is no other kind of sin to be re- 
deemed from. Is not this, then, a plain 


Tf not, there is no meaning, nor application 
fn the writer’s reasoning, or argument. 
Again: “ As we inherit,’’ says the writer, 
*the seed of sin, so through Jesus Christ, 
sve are heirs of that seed of grace”; and 
after observing that “ we agree” that in- 
fants receive both, he draws the following 
conclusion: “ Thus, the seed of the king- 
dom, as a redeeming principle, is placed 
gn the heart of every individual, ready to 
expand with the opening faculties of the 
soul, and to take the government of it, 
from the first dawn of intellectual life.” 

But this “ seed of grace” does not “ ex- 
pand” in infants; how then does it save 
them? Neither has this “seed of sin” yet 
sprouted or put forth—the light has not 
yet shone upon their “intel ctual life,” 
for that has not as yet dawned, nor is there 
any “condemnation,” as the writer truly 
asserts: where is, then, their sin, and 
from what are they redeemed, unless it 
be from original sin? 

There seems to me, my friends, a plain 
contradiction in your scheme. Children 
are saved by the “same principle” as 
others, viz.,. the seed of grace, yet this 


seed of grace has not exfanded, nor are 
“the faculties of the soul” open to receive 
it!! To children there is “no condem- 
nation,” yet they are “ objects of redeem- 
ing love”!—they have no sin, yet are lia- 
ble to its consequences—they have no dis- 
ease, yet they require a “ remedy”! 


And whatis this remedy? It isnot the 
“seed of grace,” for that has not expand- 
ed. It is not the “light” that has “come 
into the world,” for their intellectual vi- 
sion is yet closed. It is nothing, in short, 
that can be ascribed to any thing inter- 
nal, cr any internal operation. It appears, 
therefore, that the remedy is outward: 
and this remedy, if I apprehend the au- 
thor rightly,was the “furchase of Christ’s 
death”—the price given and accepted 
was the outward blood of Jesus Christ, 
shed on the outward cross, by wicked 
hands. The highly figurative language 
of scripture is thus /iterally taken, to main- 
tain this dogma; in the same manner as 
it is used by Catholics to prove the doc- 7 
trine of transubstantiation. Thus, “Jn © 
Adam’s fall we sinned all”; and infants 


rtion of the doctrine of original sin? | being obnoxious to everlasting punish- 
asse | 


ment, from this cause, Jesus, an innocent, 
and holy person, interposed between the [% 
wrath of an offended Deity and infants, | 

and offered to suffer and to bleed, and in © 
this way to atone for the sin of Adam | 
imputed to them !! 4 


But, whilst salvation is here, (and in 
other places in this work) declared to be 
“the purchase of Christ’s death,” and, as 9 


far as I can understand the writer, in a 
literal sense, it is also saidtobe “a FREE | 


GIFT that has come upon all men, to jus- 
tification.” Now, how are we to recon- 
cile the opposite ideas of a furchase and 
a free gift? Surely that whichis bought 
and paid for, cannot bea free gift. With- | 
out dwelling longer in this place on this © 
part of the subject, which will be more 
fully examined in the sequel, I think we 
may fully apply to the author’s scheme, 
his own language, when speaking of un- 
conditional election—“ perhaps there is 
no system of opinions received among 
men,” says he, * which contains so many 
fraradoxes; and none that is more diffi- 
cult to reconcile with itself, with scrip- 


|| ture and with reason.” p. 41. 
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Is it not, then, a matter of deep regret, 
that this writer should have left the clear 
pointings of divine internal light, to plunge 
into the labyrinths of a dark theology ; a 
barren waste for a fruitful field: uncer- 
tain speculation, for practical truths ? 


In arguing against the doctrine of un- 
conditional election, the author complains 
of the unfair conduct of its advocates, in 
giving a “forced construction” to scrip- 
ture passages to prove their doctrine. 
«We know,” says he, “that detached sen- 
tences may be taken from any writing we 
please, and by the help of constructions, 
be made to convey an idea altogether 
different from that intended by the wri- 
ter. If we would understand his senti- 
ments, we must take into view his whole 
design,” &c. Again he says, “If it isa 
point of true wisdom to examine, with 
care, our titles toearthly inheritances, how 
much more important is it to be anxious, 
and deefily inquiring, in regard to an in- 
heritance of eternal duration |” 


These remarks are not less applicable 
to some of the dogmata which the writer 
has much insisted on in his work, than 
they are to the system he opposes. On 
examination, I think you will find that 
there are more texts of scripture, if /iter- 
ally taken, in support of the latter, than 
the former. The doctrines of original 
sin; of the trinity, or a “ distinction in the 
divine nature,” and the doctrine of satis- 
faction; all of which are insisted on, in 
fact, in the work before us, are not less 
inconsistent with themselves, “with scrip- 
ture, and with reason,” than the doctrine 
of predestination ; and to be convinced of 
this truth, I needonly refer you to “ Penn’s 
Sandy Foundation Shaken.” 


The writer has, in several places, ap- 
pealed to reason, when controverting cer- 
tain doctrines; but he does not seem to 
have foreseen that a similar appeal could 
be made, with equal success, against him- 
self, and that “deeply inquiring?’ would 
not be less fatal tothe scheme he has es- 
poused, than to the one he rejects ! 


Permit me, now, my friends, to request 
you seriously to ask yourselves, what good 
has resulted—what good can result, in 


| 


= 


thus pulling down one scheme, only toput 

another equally opposed to “ the simplest 

principles of reason’”’ in itsplace? Look 

over Christendom, and mark the results 

of creeds, and controversies! What can 

put an end to this confusion? I answer a 

close attention to the pointings and disco- 

veries of divine internal light: and no ex- 

ternal means whatever, whether it be the 

scriptures, men, or ministry, can be of any 

use further than to call us to this light, 

and to fix our attention here. And what 
does this light reveal tous? Not uncon- 

ditional election, nor original sin, nor a 
trinity, nor a distinction in the divine na- 
ture, northe doctrine of satisfaction, nor 
any of such dogmas, or mysteries; but 
simple, plain, self-evident truths, which 
if embraced, bring the soul—not into the 
implicit adoption of a creed—but into 
hractical righteousness, and true holiness, 
“To the light of Christ, then, in the con- 
science,” says Barclay, “it is that we con- 
tinually commend men: this is it, which 
we preach up, and direct people to, as toa 
most certain guide unto life eternal.” 1 
repeat my regret, therefore, that this wri- 
ter, in a chapter which should have been 
devoted to this divine light: developing 
its nature and operation ; showing its uni- 
versality ; its efficacy ; referring to it as 
to the only source of true spiritual know- 

ledge; citing testimonies respecting it, 
and finally appealing to it as to “that of 
God in every man’s conscience,” for a con- 
firmation of the whole. I regret, that in- 

stead of thus fulfilling our reasonable ex- 
pectations on this sublime, and all impor- 

tant subject, the author should have wast- 

ed thirty pages or more, in contending 
with a castle in the air, which is only kept 

afloat by the breath of controversy ! 


The time is fast approaching, my 
friends, when mankind will be brought to 
view Christianity in a different point of 
light. When those dogmas, and creeds, 
and schemes of religious belief, which 
have perpetually agitated Christendom 
for more than fifteen hundred years, will 
be abandoned; and in their room will 
shine forth the gospel of Christ, in all its 
pristine simplicity: comprising within its 
limits nothing but self-evident truths, de- 
veloped, according to the necessities of 
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each individual, from time to time, by an 
attention of each to the sacred and all 
important injunction of Jesus Christ— 
“ While ye have the light believe in the 
light.” An enemy to Creeds. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


FOR THE BEREAN. | 


THOMAS BROWN. 


Tuomas Brown was formerly a citizen 


of Philadelphia, and a dignified Minister 


of the society of Friends. In his character 
asan Ambassador for Christ was remark- 
ably exemplified, that important truth— 
that literary qualifications are not requi- 
site in a Minwter of the Gospel. In a 
memorial of his life and services adopted 
and published by his brethren after his 
decease they say, “ Though not a man of 
literature he was often led into [the ex- 
pression of] sublime matter which was 
convincing and persuasive, in setting forth 
the dignity and excellence of the Chris- 
tian religion.” 

In the year before his death he visited 
some of the neighbouring meetings of his 
brethren lying tothe Westward of Phil- 
adelphia, and preserved some minutés 
of his Gospel labours. In one of which 
dated 8th. Mo. 9th, 1756, he says, “The 
next day I went tothe Youth’s meeting at 
Kennet which was to great satisfaction. 
My soul was so bended towards the peo- 
ple that I could scarcely leave them, be- 
ing engaged in a stream of the ministry to 
extol the divinity of that Religion that is 
breathed from heaven, and which arrays 
the soul of its possessor with degrees of 
the divinity of Christ, and entitles them 
to an eternal inheritance—also introduces 
a language, intelligible only to the con- 
verted souls, who have access to a celestial 
fountain, which is no less than a foretaste 
of eternal joy to support them in their 
journey towards the regions above, where 
religion has room to breathe its divine’ex- 
celiencies into the soul. Here it is in- 
structed in the melody of that harmonious 
song of the redeemed, where the morning 
stars sing together and the sons of God 


-Shout for joy.” 


| 


| solemn and impressive, and gave evidence 


His conduct and conversation were in- 
nocent and edifying being much weaned 


| from the world and the spirit of it. He 


== 


was careful not to engage in temporal con- 
cerns so as to encumber his mind and 
draw it away from that religious contem- 
plation, in which was his chief delight: 
This happy state of mind he maintained 
to the last, as evidently appeared to those 
who attended him near hisdeath. Many 
of his expressions at this awful time were 


of a very redeemed state. 

Humility and Charity were striking 
characteristics of this holy man. Differ- 
ences of opinion on religious subjects he 
could regard, as the necessary concom- 
itants of a state where “we see but in 
part, and know but in part,” knowing 
that “ when that which is perfect is come, 
then, that which is in part shall be done 
away.” His liberality overflowed the 
low mounds of party distinction, extend- 
ing itself to the honest dissenter from his 
own opinions, and bearing along with him 
in Christian fellowship, all whose conduct 
evinced the sincerity of their professions. 
The following expressions, made to some 
of his friends when on his death bed, are 
the best illustration of this part of his 
character. 

“TI have experienced, that they that | 
would reign with Christ must suffer with [7 
him.”’—* People may have a regular out- 
side, and be diligent in attending meet- 
ings, and yet know little or nothing of it ; 
for formality and externals are nothing. 
RELIGION is an internal subject, subsist- 
ing between Christ and.the soul. I dont 
confine it to our name, but amongst the 
different names there are [some] that my 
soul is nearly united to, who are ina good 
degree, I do believe, in possession of that 
religion which is revealed from heaven : 
andI am in the faith that there will be 


_ those raised up that will shine as bright 


stars, and religion will grow and prosper, 
and the holy flame rise to a greater 
height than it hath ever yet done.”—*“I 


can say with the holy apostle, I have no- 


thing to boast of save my infirmities; yet 
thus much I venture to say, that if I die 
now, I die a lover of God and religion.” 
It would be profitable to the successors 
of such men as Thomas Brown, if they 
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would often review the lives and senti- 
ments of their worthy predecessors. By 
contrasting their present state with that 
of those who have gone before them, they 
might learn a lesson of vital importance 
totheir welfare. Careful themselves to 
maintain the life of Religion, these good 
men saw the inefficiency of a mere pro- 
fession of it. Their religion dwelt in the 
heart, and taught them the worthlessness 
of that which resides only in the Aead. 
They placed mere opinion, so low in the 
scale of merit, as to make it unworthy of 
contention. ‘They knew, that to maintain 
“the unity of the spirit in the bond of 

,”’ was to secure every essential of 
church fellowship; and could quietly 
leave their fellow-believers in possession 
of such sentiments on religious subjects as 
their present light had not shown them to 
be erroneous. B. 


CITY DIALOGUES. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 
AIMWELL AND STANDOFF. 


Standoff. 1 hinted at the conclusion of 
eur last conference, that I might see thee 
again, with a view to some further con- 
versation on religious subjects. Desiring 
to know more of thy sentiments respecting 
the Holy Scriptures, I should be glad if 
thou wouldest gratify me. 

Aimwell. 1 take thy visit as a proof of 
thy friendship. As to my sentiments re- 
specting the Scriptures, so far as I recol- 
lect what Barclay has said on this subject, 
I entirely unite with _ him. 

S. Be that as it may, I think it evident, 
that many in modern times, explain them 
toomuch by Allegory. In this way they 
deny the plain and literal sense of them. 

A. This is the very complaint, that our 
adversaries brought against our primitive 
friends. Now it appears to me, there is 
no way so sure to render the Scriptures 
contemptible, as to accept them Jiteraily. 
By this means they are made to contra- 
dict themselves, and we render it impos- 
sible to reconcile one part with another. 
Literal Scripture was the weapon, which 
Konner wielded against the Protestants, 


and by which he condemned to the flames, 
the noblest defenders ofthe church. The 
Scriptures themselves shew us, into what 
gross absurdities people may fall, who re- 
fuse to accept much of them in an alle- 
gorical or figurative sense. A striking in- 
stance of this kind occurs in the vi. chap- 
ter of John. “Jesus saith, except ye eat the 
flesh of the sonof man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you” —* From that time, 
many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him.” Hadst thou 
been there, I think thou wouldst have gone. 
away with the rest ! 

S. That saying of Christ is so evidently 
Jigurative, that to take it any other way, 
would be contrary to reason and common 
sense. 

A. Not more sothan the doctrines of 
vicarious punishment, and twenty other 
gross notions, entertained by Christian 
professors. But dostthou allow that we 
may use reason and common sense in con- 
struing the scriptures? 

S.No: but our Lord himself warrants 
me, in giving the texts thou. hast quoted, 
a figurative sense: He says, John, vi. 63. 
“It is the spirit that quickeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing ; the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.” 

A. I grant he does; and this very war- 
rant is extended to all his followers, for all 
the words that he speaketh unto them, 
are spirit and life; and can only benefit 
the soul, or give it ife, as they are under- 
stood s/iritually. Thus whenhe speaks 
of living water, and rivers of living water, 
and saith if any man thirst let him come 
unto me and drink. John vii. $7-8.—When 
he saith “I am the diving bread that 
came down from heaven, if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live forever; and 
the dread that I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world.” 
I say, when he thus speaks, if we under- 
stand him literally, we become involved 
in inextricable difficulty! Iam not sur- 
prised that they, who thus understand 
him, turn back and walk no more with 
him. 

S. I know of none so gross as to under- 
stand those passages literally! 

A. Thou hast forgotten the doctrine. of 
Transubstantiation. 
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S. The Catholics only, err in that point. 

A. Yes, the Lutherans, who hold the 
doctrine of Consubstantiation, are equally 
involved in this error. 

S. Well, I do not desire to urge a liter- 
al meaning of the scriptures so far as ei- 
ther of these sects. But there are many 
of our friends, who ad/egorize other parts 
of the scriptures, so as to take away the 
plain meaning of the text. 

A. 1 know of none whodo so, unless 
thou meanest the /itera/ meaning. 

S. I do mean the literal meaning. 

A. State a case of the kind, that I may 
consider of it. 

S. I will state several cases, in which I 
think it unwarrantable to allegorize,~or 
put a figurative meaning on the text. 
The apostle Paul, speaking of Christ, 
says, “in whom we have redemption, 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
Eph. 1.7.; and the Evangelist declares, 
«If we walk in the light, as he [God] is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 1 John, 1. 
7.—Again—* These are they who came 
out of great tribulation, and have wash- 
ed their robes, and made them white, in 
the blood of the Lamb.” Rev. vii. 14. 

A. Dost thou understand by “blood,” 
in these texts, outward blood: —that blood 
that was shed on Mount Calvary ? 

S. Certainly! And I think it very 
profane to consider it otherwise. 

A. Canst thou suppose, that any gar- 
ment would have been made white, by 
being washed in that blood ? 

S. We must understand by the “robes” 
mentioned in the text, sfritua/ clothing. 

A. Then thou believest that spiritual 
clothing may be washed in outward blood! 

S. No, I mean by the merits of that 
blood. 

A. The texts do not say so—the word 
“merits” is not found in all the bible. It 
is a term of modern invention. 


S. Nevertheless, I think the scriptures 
Thave quoted, evidently bear that mean- 
ing, and warrant the use of the term. 

A. And I think they bear a very dif- 
ferent meaning. But perhaps thou dost 
not perceive, that by adopting this theory, 
thou hast fallen into a strain of allegori- 


zing, which thou hast pronounced “ un- 
warrantable” in others. In the first place, 
thou hast turned the saints’ “robes” into 
an allegory, meaning spiritual robes, and 
secondly, the blood of Christ means not 
blood, but “merits.” 


S. What sayest thou ‘to the text: “If 


_we walk in the light, &c. the blood of Je- 


sus Christ, his son, cleanseth us from all 
sin’”? 

A. I say if we take the text /iterally it 
isnot true. No man now living ever saw 
that blood, or was cleansed by it of a sin- 
gle sin! 

S. What dost thou understand by 
“blood,” in the passages I have referred 
to. 

A. 1 understand the same by it, as I do 
by the word “ blood,” in the text I quoted 
before. “Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my d/ood, hath eternal life.” To 
have “ eternal life” by drinking Christ’s 
blood, is exactly the same thing, as to have 
“redemption through his blood”—or, to 
be “ cleansed from all sin by Ais blood” — 


| or, to have our “robes washed and made 


white in the dlood of the Lamb.” These 
are only different modes of expressing the 
blessed operation of the Holy Spirit, in 
the great work of man’s redemption. For 
this interpretation I have the authority of 
Christ himself—* my words, they are 
spirit, and they are life.” And, I am sat- 
ished, there is no other rational or con- 
sistent mode of interpreting them. 


S. Thy views are plausible, I admit; 
but I cannot put thy authority on a par 
with many great names, who hold different 
sentiments. 

A. 1 do not wish thee to embrace any 
sentiment,on my authority. If I could 
induce thee to subscribe to all my opinions, 
unless thou wert convinced of their sound- 
ness, by the Light of Truth, J should 
gain nothing; and thy faith would remain 
an implicit faith—the most worthless 
faith in the world! 

S. What dost thou think of the senti- 
ments of George Withy, as expressed in 


| his “Farewell Address” which was print- 


ed and distributed, after he left this coun- 
try? 

A. On practical subjects I think his 
advice was generally very good, On 
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theoretical ones, I think he was far from 
being either clear or consistent. He 
waded in water that was beyond his 
depth. 


where he declares that “all who are 
living in the principles of truth, in the 
present day, maintain, that our blessed 
Lord offered himself up on Calvary’s 
mount, an holy, fropiitiatory sacrifice for 
our sins, and the sins of the whole world; 
and that we have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 

A. Dost thou understand him to speak 
without a figure? Does he mean, that the 
*propitiatory sacrifice” was outward— 
that the “blood” was outward and elemen- 
tary ? 

S. Yes, I believe he spoke without a 
figure—that he meant the sacrifice was 
outward—the blood outward. 

A. Well and I believe so likewise—and 
in these respects I think he isa very out- 
ward Christian—as much so, as if he had 
said, the cross of Christ is outward—his 
baptism outward, and his supper out- 
ward ! 

& Then he must have been a very in- 
eonsistent member of society. 


A. Aman may be very inconsistent in 
his opinions, and yet be a very good man. 
“The Lord looketh at the heart.” But I 
think his opinions are at variance with 
the system of the Society he belongs to, 
from its very origin. His assertion, that 
“all who are living in the principle of 
Truth,” hold his opinions on this subject, 
is gratuitous, uncharitable, and untrue. 
There are thousands who live in that 
principle, as faithfully as he, and yet hold 
other views. Besides, his language is not 
scriptural, and herein he departs from the 
rule he prescribes to others, in that very 
address, to keep “tothe form of sound 
words.” The terms “propitiatory sac- 
rifice,” are not found in the New Testa- 
ment, as it is called; nor is there any 
equivalent expression in it. They are 
terms of human invention, introduced in 
the night of apostacy ! 

S. The apostle, speaking of Christ, 
says—“ He is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
af the whole world.” 1 John, ii.2. Are 


iS. What canst thou say to that passage, 


not these expressions equivalent to those 
I quoted from the “ Address”? 

A. By no means. The text says “He 
is the propitiation.” The Evangelist wrote 
this passage nearly sixty years after the 
death of Christ, and yet speaks in the fre- 
sent tense, and of a present agent, and not 
of any pastact. It is therefore evident 
he is speaking of “Christ within”—the 
Holy Spirit manifested to the soul, to take 
away sin; for, it is only by taking away 
its sin, that the soul can witness a propit- 
jation, or reconciliation with God. Where- 
fore, the same Evangelist afterwards says, 
“ Whosoever abideth in him, sinneth not, 
whosoever sinneth, hath not seen him, 
neither known him.” Now when he af- 
firms, that Christ “is the propitiation for 
our sins,” it is evident he speaksa very 
different language from George Withy, 
who says “our Lord offered himself 
up a propitiatory sacrifice on Calvary’s 
Mount.” 

S. I perceive you cannot agree. 
~ A. He agreeth not with himself, and 
therefore, it is no wonder he cannot agree 
with me. In another place he says, “ if 
we speak from the ability which God 
gives, we shall not be ashamed to acknow- 
ledge, that. it is not by works of righteous- 
ness that we have done, but according to 
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost.” Now to be saved by the “ wash- 
ing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit’’—and to be saved by “a pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice on Calvary’s Mount,” 
are quite different things, and wholly irre- 
concilable with each other! Again, he 
exhorts “ those, whoare engaged amongst 
us, in the work of the ministry, to have 
the blessed experience of these things in 
themselves, avoiding all ambiguous ex- 
frressions in the exercise of their gifts ; 
holding fast “the form of sound words.” 
Now, to have the experience of the things 
alluded to, in ourselves, they must be 
sfiritual things, whereas, by some ofthem, 
he evidently means outward things. And 
with respect to “ ambiguous expressions,” 
he did not take his own advice. I think I 
may safely say, that among the vast mul- 
titude of theological books, there is scarce- 
ly one of the size of his “Address,” which 
contains a greater number of “ ambiga- 
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ous expressions,” or which, on doctrinal 
subjects, is more effectually calculatedjto 
bewilder the understanding. 


MEMORIAL & REMONSRANCE. 
To the Senate and House of Rehresenta- 
tives of the state of Delaware. 


The memorial and remonstrance of 
Wilmington Monthiy Meeting of Friends, 
held at Wilmington, in the state of Dela- 
ware, the 30th of the 12th Month, 1825, 
Respectfully Sheweth— 

That your memorialists, considering 
the interest which the Legislature must 
take in every subject, involving the rights 
and happiness of the people whom they 
govern; and believing it to be our impe- 
rious duty to maintain a righteous testi- 
mony against injustice and oppression, we 
earnestly solicit your attention to the sub- 
ject of Slavery, which continues to exist 
in this state: a subject that involves the 
present, and future ages, and generations 
yet unborn; a moral and political evil, on 
which the Christian, the philanthropist, 
and the statesman, must ponder with 
equal pain and solicitude : for it concerns 
not only the civil and political relations of 
men to each other, but their relation also, 
to that Being, from whom cometh “every 
good and perfect gift.” 

_. The period is yet within the recollec- 
tion of many of the present generation, 
when the American people believed it in- 
cumbent on them, to resist what they 
deemed an encroachment on their vested 
rights; and in justification of their con- 
duct, they proclaimed before the Supreme 
Ruler of nations, and in the face of the 
whole universe, as truths self-evident, 
that liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, 
were rights inherent, indefeisible and 
divine ; and appertained to all men with- 
out distinction; and in support of these 
declarations, they solemnly appealed to 


reason, to justice, to the Christian reli- 
gion, and to the great Arbiter of nations. 

. When, after a long and arduous con- 
flict, their object was obtained, they as- 
cribed success to the behest of an over- 
ruling Power, propitiated by the sincerity 
of their motives, and “ the justice of their 
cause.” Grateful for the favour, they 


solemnly asserted the equal rights of man, 
and professed, in the face of the whole 
world, “the frincifiles of universal aboli- 
tion.” It was then publicly declared, 
that “ no people can be bound to acknowl- 
edge and adore the invisible hand, which 
conducts the affairs of men, more than 
the people of the United States.” “Eve- 
py step (it was said) they have advanced 
tothe character of an independent na- 
tion, seems to have been distinguished by 
some token of providential favour.” They 
moreover professed and engaged, that 
“the foundation of the national policy, 
should be laid in the pure and immutable 
principles of private morality ; and the 
pre-eminence of free government exem- 
plified by all the attributes, which can 
win the affections of its citizens, and com- 
mand the respect of the world.” 

These pledges of future just dealing, 
and righteous government, so amply af- 
forded in the crisis of danger, and during 
the grateful remembrance of divine fa- 
vour, remain unredeemed. Although 
some of the old states have emancipated 
their slaves, they have been since intro- 
duced into new ones. The slaves in the 
United States, at the close of the revolu- 
tion, amounted to about half a million ; 
they are now more than three times that 
number, and the extent of surface sub- 
jected to this portentous evil, exceeds 
that of the whole thirteen original states, 
as now located! Thus slavery remains 
to be an attribute of this “free govern- 
ment:” a system of injustice, which is 
not merely a slight encroachment on the 
rights of man, but a total privation of 
them all. In vain shall we seek in the 
annals of antiquity, and in the usage of 
the most barbarous nations, for a bond- 
age so void of mercy, as that which per- 
vades the largest portion of the American 
Union: For we believe it to be a truth, 
that in oppression, cruel suffering, and 
degradation, negro slavery remains with- 
out a parallel in the known world. Ex- 
cessive, unrewarded labour, starvation, 
torture, chains and exile, are inflictions 
within the power of the master, or his 
deputy. The American slave, generally 
speaking, holds every earthly comfort at 
the pleasure of his owner. Wife, chil 
dren, home, are to him precarious enjoy- 
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ments: he is often deprived of them in a 
moment of time. ‘The degradation inci- 
dent to his condition, is made apretext for 
governing him by the most cruel and in- 
iquitous laws, whilst the means of instruc- 
tion are withheld, or pfirohibited. The 
abolition of that branch of the trade car- 
ried on with the coast of Africa, had an 
effect to enhance the price of slaves in the 
American market, and hence the raising 
them for sale, has become a regular and 
lucrative business, in many places in the 
United States. A constant internal traf- 
fic is carried on ; families are broken up ; 
all the ties of kindred are torn asunder, 
and these victims of unparalleled injus- 
tice and cruelty, are driven under the 
whip, and in fetters, from state to state— 
Even in the spot where the National 
Legislature convenes, and over which it 
exercises exclusive jurisdiction, the sound 
of the galling chains mingles with the 
voice of the orator, boasting of the free- 
dom of his country! And to add to the 
deformity (if_that be possible) of this 
monster of iniquity, to instruct a slave, or 
to emancipate him is a violation of the 
law, in some parts of the Union, and pun- 
ished'asacrime! Such is a part of the 
policy which was to be founded “in the 
pure and immutable principles of private 
morality :’—such are some of the traits 
of that “ free government,” which was to 


be “exemplified by all the attributes 


which can win the affections of its citi- 


zens, and command the respect of the 
world”!!! 


To the state of Delaware belongs a 
large share of the inconsistency, guilt, 
and awful respon sibility, which attach to 
this subject. In her constitution it is de- 
clared, that “all men have by nature, the 
rights: of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, and of acquiring, and protecting 
reputation and property ;” and that “all 
courts shall be open, and every man, for 
an injury done him in his reputation, per- 
son, moveable, or immoveable possessions, 
shall have remedy by due course of law, 
and justice administered, according to the 
very right of the cause.” But the de- 
scendants of Africa are men, and this 
state is, therefore, guilty of a palpable 
violation of these solemn engagements, 


by framing laws which operate unequally. 
on this class of her citizens, both bond 
and free, whereby remedy is not obtain- 
ed for injuries received, nor impartial jus- 
tice administered ; and also by withhold- 
ing from the slave his best earthly inher } 
itance. Through a painful period of thir- 
ty years, her legislatures have been inter- 
ceded with by petitions and remon- 
strances; yet, without many of those pre- » 
texts alledged by other slave states, in 
defence of their conduct, and with a fair 
opportunity of discharging her share of 
the accumulated debt of righteousness ; 
of justifying her by fruits, and thus fulfil- 
ling one of the highest trusts ever com- 
mitted toa political community, they have 
persisted in refusing the most obvious de- 
mands of justice, and thus imparted an 
air of fraud and imposture, to professions 
publicly and solemnly made, in the face of 
the whole world! 

Your memorialists believe that a society, 
having the power of framing its own laws, 
is liable to all the responsibilities of a 
moral person; and we view the rulers 
thereof as the guardians, in whose hands" 
these responsibilities repose. To them 
is delegated the power of carrying into 
effect the objects of our political associa- 
tion; and among these, and occupying the 
first place, are universal justice, and 
moral, and intellectual improvement; and 
your memorialists are wholly at a loss to 
discover one reason for delaying to fulfil 
them. | 

Shall we continue to degrade the slave 
and then offerthis degradation as a reason 
for perpetuating his sad condition and even 
transmitting it tohis offspring, whilst we 
withhold from him the means of moral and 
intellectual improvement? In this state 
the number of slaves, compared with that 
of the white population, is small; and 
even ‘avarice itself might give this as a 
reason for their emancipation. From the 
year 1790 to 1810, there was a progres- 
sive decrease ; but the last census pre- 
sents us with the alarming fact, that they 
have latterly increased in numbers, and 
shows, in relation to the whites, a com- 
parative increase of about five to one; 
thus affording additional reasons for the 
prompt interference of the legislature. 
But whatever objections may be made to 
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the liberation of the present generation of 
slaves ; and however strong the grasp of 
cruel avarice may hold on human flesh 
and blood, and call them frofiertu, yet 
not the shadow of a claim can be sup- 
ported to their posterity. No one will 
pretend that he possesses a property in 
an unbora child! It is fully admitted 
that the right of one man to the labour, 
the liberty, and the happiness of another, 
however asserted by unrighteous laws, 
is founded neither in nature, reason nor 
justice ; much less then can any such 


right extend to that which is not in | 


being. No one’ can be deprived of what he 
does not possess. 


Your memorialists profess to be Chris: 
tians,and thus far we have appealed to 
you as Christian rulers, bound by the 
high and indispensible law, of doihg to all 
men without distinction, “as you would 
thatthey should dountoyou.” Reasunsof 
state, or the doctrines of expediency, 
when brought into competition with this 
divine law,-are but imposing names to 
cover injustice and crime; because the 
All-Wise and Supreme Law-giver has 
adapted the constitution of men and things, 
so as to answer all its requisitions: hence 
the obligations of duty are, in all cases, 
compatible with the best interests, and 
conducive to the highest happiness of 
man. Irresistible evidence of this great 
truth, isamply furnished by the subject 
before us. Experience has demonstrated 
that voluntary, rewarded labour, is more 
profitable than the compulsory, reluctant, 
unrequited drudgery of slaves. Thus, 
those states that have emancipated or ex- 
cluded them, have increased in wealth, 


strength and recourses, greatly beyond | 


those which keep them. One of these 
last, which a few years ago was the first, 
is now but the third, and will soon be in 
all probability the fourth state in the 
Union. Slavery, then, is acanker worm, 
that preys upon the vitals of the physical 
and moral systems. The first glance of 
the eye, over the land burthened with the 
evil, betrays its presence.—Fields, fences, 
roads, buildings, the price of property,— 
all declare it. On the contrary, wher- 
ever it has been abolished, real property 
has risen in value, internal improvements 


have rapidly advanced ; all interests have 
been promoted, andthe happiness of all 


But slavery is not more destructive of 
external prosperity, than of internal peace 
and virtue. The degradation of the slave 
is infectious, and imparts a laxity of mor- 
als tothe white population. The slave~ 

holder, under a sense of his injustice and 

cruelty, leads a life of inquietude and 
alarm. He fearsthe day of retribution, 
for he knows that “God is just,” and he 
often trembles, when he reflects that “ his 
justice cannot sleep forever.” 

To conclude; your memorialists be- 
lieve, that whether an appeal be made to 
reason, to justice, to humanity, or to the 
self-evident truths and requisitions of the 
Christian religion ; to reasons of state, to 
motives of expediency, to individual, or 
common interests ; to the general welfare, 
the sacred obligation of this nation; the 
permanency of its government ; or to the 
righteous dispensations of the Great Ruler 
of the world—that from each of these 
sources, cogent arguments press on the 
mind, proving the necessity of your im- 
mediate exercise of those powers, vested 
in you by the constitution, for the abolition © 
of slavery in the state of Delaware. 


classes increased. 


EPISTLE OF GEORGE FOX. 


The following epistle of George Fox, 
was addressed to Friends in Ireland in the 
year 1655. Let those who are now agi- 
tating the religious Society which that 
reformer was instrumental in founding, 
by urging the necessity of believing indog- 
mata, which rest on external evidence 


} alone ; and of adopting them imflicit/y on 
human authority merely :—let such read, 
and ponder it well, for it comprises the 
substance of Fox’s creed, and that of his. 
cotemporaries. 


“ Friends !—In THat which convinced 
you, wait, that you may have that re- 
moved you are convinced of: and all my 
dear friends, dwell in the life, and love, 
and power, and wisdom of God; in uni 
one with another, and with God. And 
the peace and wisdom of God fill all your 
hearts, that nothing may rule in Bb but 
life, which stands in the love of ~w 

George Fox. 
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EXTRACTS. 


THE “sTUMBLING-STONE.” 


“ They are offended at the true word, 
because every where so few entertain it, 
and embrace it: as when Christ himself 
preached, there were very few in all Ju- 
dea and Jerusalem that entertained his 
doctrine ; and though sometimes many 
thronged to hear him, yet at another time 
they were so offended at this doctrine, 
that they all forsook him ; so that Christ 
said to the twelve, ‘ Will ye also go away ?” 
John vi. 

“ Now this makes many to be offended 
at the true word, that when it comes to 
any town or people, the far greater part 
should reject it, and speak evil of it; and 
they, for the most part, the greatest, 
wisest, and most learned men; and that 
only a few poor and contemptible people 
should receive it; this also exceedingly 


offends. 

“And lastly, they are offended because 
the true word of Christ, where it comes 
in any evidence and demonstration of the 
spirit, brings troubles, tumults, stirs and 
uproars in the world, according to that of 

hrist, Matt. x.34. ‘I came not to send 
peace, but a sword ; for I am come to set 
a man at variance against his father, and 
the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-laW against her mother-in- 
law. For the true word of Christ, is such 
a sword as cuts in sunder all natural and 
civil relations, and takes away the peace 
of any place where it comes in power. 
Christ saith also, ‘] am come to send fire 
on the earth, and what will I if it be al- 
ready kindled ?? Luke xii. 49. This fire 
that Christ sends is the word, in the min- 
istration of the spirit, of which the Lord 
saith by the Prophet, ‘is not my word as 
fire??, And this word comes to burn up 
all the corrupt manners, fashions, cus- 
toms; yea, all the lusts and sins of the 
world, and all the anti-christian doctrine, 
and forms of worship in the outward 
church. And when this fire begins to 
burn any where, presently all the a 
are in an uproar, and lay all their heads, 
and useall their hands together to quench 
it. 

“So that, wherever the true word 
comes, the ‘heathen rage, and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing; the kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together against it, and say, Let 
us break these bonds in sunder, and cast 
away these cords from us:’ which no 
flesh and blood, especially the rich, wise, 
learned, and honourable, would endure to 
be bound in. 

“Now this exceedingly offends; for 
they say, before this kind of word came 
in, all things were better and more quiet: 


Under episcopacy all things were well 

and in good Seder but since this new 

doctrine came in, all things are full of 

trouble, mischief, wars and death; and 

therefore they reckon this word the 

oe of all the evils we have and do en- 
ure. 

“ But yet the cause of all these tumults 
are not truly in the word, but in the world, 
and in the devil. Christ will have his 
Christians to publish his word, and there- 
by to gather together his elect unto him ; 
now the world and the devil, the prince of 
it, will not suffer this to be done quietly, 
and hence arise all tumults. The devil, 
who hath the first possession of the world, 
would have all things quiet, that he might 
— his possession ; but Christ will not 
suffer it to be so, but he will have all 
those whom his Father hath given him, 
out of the devil’s possession, by the might 
and efficacy of his word; but the devil 
will not endure that this should be done 

uietly, but stirs up all the world against 
the word. 

“ And so wherever the word comes in 
truth, there are always troubles and up- 
roars; but where the word is preached, 
and the world is quiet, that for certain is 
not the true word of God. 

“Wherefore the dull and drowsy di- 
vinity of schools, cannot be the true word 
of Christ, for that meets with no oppo- 
sition and contradiction at all from the 
world, or worldly church ; it meets with 
no enemies and avengers amongst them, 
but it is rather praised and embraced, and 
honoured with degrees and scarlet; and 
the professors and publishers of it are in 
credit with men and worldly powers, and 
receive from them riches, honour, and 
— life; whereas the true doctrine of 

hrist can never be published without the 
offence of the world. 

“ And thus much for their offence at 
the true word of Christ.” [ Dell. 


DRESS & FASHION—Recommended. 


“«Dr.’ Spring, in a discourse on fe- 
male character, thus recommends dress 
and fashion :— 

“J may remark farther, that neatnese 
and taste are peculiarly ornamental to the 
female character. Ina female, particu- 
larly, they well deserve the name of vir- 
tue ; for without them, whatever may be 
her excellencies, she has none that will 
be honoured and acknowledged. A wo- 
man may be industrious and economical 
she may ess a well cultivated an 


richly furnished mind; but. destitute of” 


neathess and teste she depresses rather 
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than elevates the character of her sex, 
and poisons, instead of purifying the foun- 
tain of domestic happiness.—Nor does the 
Gospel proscribe all ornament in the ar- 
ticle of clothing. It does, indeed, prohibit 
that profusion of ornament which consists 
in a studied display of personal decoration 
and costly array. But where does it in- 
terdict that decent regard to external ap- 
pearance which gives respectability to 
the female character? A woman without 
respectability is without influence ; arid 
without influence she is without the pow- 
er of doin . And what would be- 
come of the interests of society, if you 
proscribe all the ornaments and conve- 
niences of dress? ‘To what untold mul- 
titudes do these give useful employment? 
And how many streams of charity do they 
fill, which, without them would be dry ?” 


Remarks by the Reformer. 


“Such a discourse in the fashionable 
city of New-York, and to a people dis- 


Christ? Again: ‘That a change, and 
a very great change too, is coming, every 
Christian believes who has read his Bible. 
God forbid that we should be disappoint-' 
ed; for, really, ecclesiastical matters are, 
at present, most terribly distracted.’ ” 
REMARKS. 

“It may indeed be said that the world 
is now looking and waiting for a change 
in regard to matters of religion. Every 
réligious denomination has corrapted its 
way before God, and is wandering con- 
tinually farther from righteousness and 
integrity of principle; while priests and 
their minionsare seeking after power, and 
regard only their own interest and advan- 
tage. How long before a change will re- 
ally take place, events only can determine. 
One thing iscertain; until there be anen- 
tire revolution in regard tothe things of re- 
ligion, ‘and matters are placed on quite a 


tinguished for fondness of dress, must 
have been as gratifying and pleasing as it 
was illtimed and unsuitable; and furnishes 
additional evidence of the little benefit | 
which society or Christianity will derive 
from our learned and mercenary priests. 
How much better would it be for mankind, | 
and for the cause of Christ, if there were 
no such and they would soon 
cease to officiate, if the people would stop 
paying them.” 
Remarks by the Telescopie. 

“To our certain knowledge, this time- 
serving, woman-pleasing discourse, has 
had a ruinous effect.—Previous to this, his 

eople were notorious for a gay and fash- 
onable apparel; but afterwards, many 
of them threw off all restraint ; and dres- 
sed in attire more suitable for the theatre 
than the church. 
“How exemplified in this case, is 
the truth of that passage of scripture 
which says, ‘if the blind lead the blind 


both shall fall into the ditch together.’ ” 


EXPECTATION 


OF THE CHURCH. 
_ “Mr. Duncan, in his remarks on creeds 
‘and confessions of faith, observes : 

“ All the world is in commotion; or, if 
not roused, is waiting in awful suspense 
for what ‘to-morrow may bring forth. 
The human mind isin search of something 
which it has not yet learned to define :— 


‘It is the simfilicity of the Gospel of | 


different footing, so that all who name the 


_ name of Christ, shall depart from all in- 


iquity and live in strict conformity with 
the principles of the gospel, mankind will 
only continue to get worse and worse.” 

Reformer. 
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